Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/16 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000404570008-5

ARTICLB
ON PAGE

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/16 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000404570008-5

MIAMI HERALD
8 April 1985

The Readers’ Forum

#

Major’s death shows intelligence flaws

To The Editor:

Let us begin by
the death of Maj.
tragic and regrettable. That he was shot
by an East German sentry is appalling, a
shocking reminder of the brutal nature
of our Communist enemy. In the United
States, we place Communist: spies on
trial; their “civil rights” guaranteed by
our Constitution and by the congeries of
civil libertarians that flock to their
defense.

East of the Iron Curtain, our “spies”
are accorded less-delicate treatment,
and not long ago a Korean aircraft was

acknowledgin g that

“ sacrificed to the rigidity of the Commu-

nist system.
- Inevitably. given the or anization of
ur intelligence communi ili

' officer_was_going to be caught while

Arthur Nicholson is’

all covert intelligence O erations was
. feserved 10 the CfA. 50, without further

_ders, it is diff

carrving out intelligence functions in a
demeq area. Eor Unijormed Iy
nggo'nnei to be engaged in hazardous

Y tivity, as Major Ni holsop was

aid to have done, seems 10 me a
perversion of the mnhtarxs Tole_in

Tn 1047, when the National Security
Act_gave birth to the Central_Intelli-
gence Agency gEiA), the Eegartment of
Defense created a military counterpart
— t . o O . O ' O ; O
(DIA) — as an umbrella under which
the separate services continued_their
traditional collection ol order-of-battle

nd weapons intelligence. Collection of
e

clarification O ajor Nicholsons oOr-

icult to comprehend under
what Ticense he was attempting to take
photographs in East Germanlz. -

ne would think thata 1gh-priority
East_German target could be photo:
graphed. b% satellite reconnajssance. If
not, then the target might have merited

a special covert operati

the . Inst W h
' Glass War''_picture of a uniformed

Army operative risking — and losing —
his h;e in an acuvity that never should
have been authorized by his superiors. -
Had Maijor Nicholson been a CIA
agent. his shooting would have pro-
voked congressiona outcrie ‘de-
EEEEE IEE §E§w§f§ 10 iEE Eﬂég&,ﬁ%;
“Who sent him into East German

? Anci

why.
Major Nicholson is dead. His death

: was tragically unnecessary. But if the

tragedy persuades the Pentagon 1O
review its intelligence-operating proce-
dures and tighten controls on DIA’s
not-so-covert collection activities, then
perhaps there will | be- no " further
sacrifice of military lives behind the
ifron Curtain. And Major Nicholson will
not have died in vain. .
e E. HOwARD HUNT

Miami



